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306 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

securing and preparing a useful membership. The Sunday School
of to-day is the church of to-morrow.

That there may be a clear understanding of the purpose and the
importance of this part of the church building, it may be best to
speak of it either as "The Church School Building" or as "the ed-
ucational plant" of the church.

Build for to-morrow, for the future. See that your plans pro-
vide (a) for the normal increase that always comes when a church
takes this part of its work seriously, (b) for the natural growth of
your community, and (c) for new types of activity such as a larger
measure of social and recreational provision, larger community ser-
vice (many churches have had—to their joy—the community leader-
ship of youth life thrust upon them), and more systematic week-
day instruction in religion.

If the church is to hold its place in the life of the future it will
become increasingly a community center, and this building should
be planned so that it could be used every day and every night of the
week.

"The ideal classroom may be described as a rectangular,
plastered room with outdoor light and good ventilation; this room
will have an entrance by one door to a hall and will not be connected
by door to the neighboring classrooms."

ACCREDITED BIBLE STUDY

Answering an inquiry regarding the operation of the North
Dakota plan of accredited Bible Study in High Schools (See the ar-
ticle by Prof. V. P. Squires in RELIGIOUS EDUCATION for
June, 1913) Mr. Walter A. Snow, Secretary of the N. D. S. S. As-
sociation writes:

"No word of criticism has come regarding our North Dakota
plan. In the year and a half in which it has been in operation 209
papers have been presented to the state examiner, 181 of which have
been marked passed. Fifty-nine schools were represented in this
number.

"In the last examination 82 papers were presented, 20 by Catholic
students.

"Four things should be borne in mind if the plan is to be a suc-
cess : (1) It must be voluntary. (2) No state money must be spent
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ACCREDITED BIBLE STUDY 307

upon it. (3) It had better not be taught on public school property.
(4) Examinations will be on the Bible as history and literature
only."

Indiana, Michigan and Wyoming are considering adopting this
plan. South Dakota has appointed a committee to urge its adoption
and extension to the elementary grades.

Prof. Squires very properly calls attention to the fact that this
plan originated in North Dakota and is quite distinct from the
Greeley, Colo., plan.

The public schools of Gary, Ind., already famous throughout the
country for their unique plans of general education, are making an
interesting experiment in religious education. Supt. Wirt believes
that, valuable as the plans of high school correlated Bible study may
be, "a more fundamental and important thing is that it reaches the
children in the earliest grades as well." In an endeavor to secure
this end the public schools are offering to give the children over to
the churches one hour each day for religious education. Several
churches have agreed to this plan and the "Christian" church, in
particular, expects to make special provision by employing a strong
man in charge of this work. As we have already pointed out in
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION the principal difficulty in this scheme
lies in the fact that very few churches have either the physical ac-
commodations and equipment or the qualified workers to carry for-
ward religious education on a scale at all comparable to the work to
which the children are accustomed in the public school.

At a recent meeting of the Minnesota Sunday School Associa-
tion a movement was set on foot by which a commission of the As-
sociation will co-operate with a commission of the Minnesota Ed-
ucational Association to face the whole question of the co-operation
of church, home and public school in an educational program that
will provide for the development of the whole personality. Dean
L. A. Weigle of Carleton College is chairman of the commission.D
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